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Disappearing Descendants?
| Problematic Passage
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And these are the descendants of Aharon and Moshe on the day that HaShem spoke with
Moshe on Mount Sinai.
And these are the names of Aharon’s sons: Nadav, the first-born, and Avihu, Eleazar and
Itamar;
These are the names of Aharon’s sons, the anointed Kohanim, whom he anointed to
minister.
And Nadav and Avihu died before HaShem, when they offered foreign fire before HaShem in
the wilderness of Sinai, and they left no children; and Eleazar and ltamar ministered on the
face of Aharon, their father.

[l. Questions:

e Why is the Torah silent concerning Moshe’s descendants (specifically after
introducing the passage with “And these are the descendants of Aharon and
Moshe”)?

e What is the significance of the phrase: “on the day that HaShem spoke with Moshe
on Mount Sinai”? Are they Moshe and Aharon’s descendants only “on that day”?

e Why does the Torah repeat: “These are the names of Aharon’s sons, the anointed
priests who were ordained for priesthood”?

e What is the meaning of the strange phrase: “on the face of their father”?

lll. Step by Step
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Rashbam (and others): Pshat: First count Israelites; then Kohanim; then Levi'im [Moshe’s
descendants included]
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Rashi (and others): Midrash: Moshe, as the teacher of Aharon’s sons is considered their
“father.”
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Maharal: Explains that Moshe’s teaching of all Israel was in fulfillment of God’s direct
command. His teaching of Aharon’s sons was exceptional and unique.
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Rashbam: Distinction between first and second year at Sinai and the changing situation
concerning Aharon’s sons
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Ramban: To underscore that the Kohanim receive their appointment at the beginning of
revelation, while the Levi'im are not appointed to their task until later.
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But he said, “Please, O Lord, make someone else Your agent.”

HaShem became angry with Moshe, and He said, “There is your brother Aharon the Levite.
He, | know, speaks readily. Even now he is setting out to meet you, and he will be happy to

see you.
You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth—I will be with you and with him as
you speak, and tell both of you what to do—

and he shall speak for you to the people. And he shall serve as your spokesman, And you will
be his leader.
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Ba’al HaTurim: Traces back to the first dramatic encounter between HaShem and Moshe at
the burning bush
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Rabbeinu Bachya: To underscore the uniformity of HaShem’s justice and the standard to
which He holds the righteous...
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Sforno: To identify that these were the only Kohanim who required nn'wn: From this point
on, only Kohanim Gedolim require nn'wn. Since Aharon’s sons were born before his
appointment, the could not assume a priestly role by dint of inheritance. For them,
anointment is necessary even to assume the role as simple priests.
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Ibn Ezra: To indicate that each son eventually served as High Priest
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A debate between Rabbi Yitzchak and Rabbi Chiya bar Abba®
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Chasam Sofer: A powerful possibility rooted in Ya’akov’s Reunion with Esav.
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V. But Still... What About Moshe’s Children?
A. The Evidence
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A sparse, ultimately negative, chronicle
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Moshe’s disappointment...

B. For discussion
e Encouraging and Discouraging Lessons
e A Leader’s Children
e The Personal Distinction Between Moshe and Aharon-As Parents, as
well?
e |Inherited and Earned Roles: An Essential Balance?



